I. INTRODUCTION
The first data on Somalian Odonata is due to KIRBY ( 1896) who studied specimens collected in 1895 by Mr and Mrs Lort Phillips. Following this is CALVERT's (1899) work on the material collected by A. Donaldson Smith between 1894 and 1895 during his trip to Lake Rudolph, that of McLACHLAN ( 1900) on the insects collected by V .A. Peel between 1895 and 1897 and that of SHARPE (1901) on some material collected in 1899 by A. Donaldson Smith (this time by special request of « His Highness The Gaekwar >>) for the Museum of Baroda (India).
During his 1899-1901 expedition across North-East Africa, Carlo Freiherr von Erlanger had occasion to collect numerous dragonflies (though not always in Somalian territory) that were later studied by FORSTER ( 1906b ). Other Odonata collected by C. L. Collenette were determined by LoNGFIELD ( 19 31 ). Based on a study of a small odonatological collection belonging to the Marquis S. Patrizi, NIELSEN ( 1935) drafted the « Catalogo degli Odonati del Corno orientale dell'Africa » which re:::ords 37 species from Somalia (considering Lestes ictericus Gerstaecker, 1869 and Lestes somalicus Fi.)rster, 1906 as one species).
Further data on the Somalian odonatological fauna are due to NIELSEN (1936 NIELSEN ( , 1957 and PINHEY (1961) .
A fairly large number of Odonata have been collected during the course of several research missions in Somalia promoted first by the « Istituto di Zoologia » (Director Prof. L. Pardi) and the <<Musco Zoologico » (Director Prof. B. Lanza) of the University of Florence, later by the << Centro di Studio per Ia Faunistica ed Ecologia Tropicali del Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche » (Director Prof. L. Pardi). From the examination of this material and bibliographic records, I was able to ascertain that within the actual confines of the Somali Democratic Re- .
Ictinogomphus ferox (Rambur, 1842) .
Tetrathemis polleni (Selys, 1869) . Olpogastra lugubris (Karsch, 1895) . Tholymis tillarga (Fabricius, 1798) . Tramea basilaris (P. de Beauvais, 1805) . Tramea limbata (Desjardins, 1832) .
Urothemis edwardsi (Selys, 1849) .
Macrodiplax cora (Brauer, 1867) .
On the contrary, the following species have to be excluded from the Somalian fauna, at least temporarily:
Macromia bicornis Referring to pveceding data, PINHEY (1961, p. 117 and 1962, p. 210) gives this as present in Somalia while FoRSTER (1906b, p. 321) . PINHEY (1961 , p. 112 and 1962 cites this for Somalia probably because of a misinterpretation of FoRSTER (1906b, p. 320) : « Nguelo im Bergland von Ost-Usambara » (i.e., Tanzania). . PINHEY (1961 Ris, 1909. In as much as R1s (1909-1916, p. 207 and p. 1082) PINHEY (1961, p. 135; 1962, p. 236; 1970b, p. 295) PINHEY (1961, p. 169; 1962, p. 270; 1970a, p. 131 ) are due to the above. I wish to thank Prof. E. ToRTONESE (Director of the « Museo Civico di Storia Naturale Giacomo Doria di Genova ») who kindly permitted me to consult the odonatological collection of the Museum and Dr F. CAPRA (honorary curator of the same Museum); Dr C. NIELSEN of Bologna who put his rich collection of tropical Odonata at my disposition; Dr E. C. G. PINHEY (Keeper of Entomology, National Museum, Bulawayo) for the precious suggestions he kindly gave me and Mr P. WARD of the British Museum (Natural History), London, who kindly checked the determination of some species.
Macromia pallidinervis
I also wish to thank the two technicians of the « Istituto di Zoologia , which PrNHEY, 1962 considers as most probably a form of L. pallid us, has been described from specimens collected by C. Freiherr von Erlanger at Bucka on the Mane River. Such a locality does not fall within the confines of Somal.ia. McLachLan, 1895 (Fig. 1 ).
Lestes tridens
Specimens examined: Ola Uager, 2 cf cf n. 655 M.P., leg. S.B.S., 1 7.VIII.l970.
Distribution: Congo, South Af11ica, Portugese East Africa.
Remarks: this species is new to Somalia.
( 1) The families and genera are ordered according to the « List of Ethiopian Odonata », in PrNHEY (1962, p. 43) . Karsch, 1899 (Fig. 2) .
Lestes uncifer
Specimens examined: Giohar, 1 cf n. 653 M.P., leg. S.B.S., 27. VIII.l964. Longfield, 1952 . (Fig. 3) . Specimens examined: Run, 1 cf n. 657 M.P., leg. S.B.S., 15.VIIL 1964.
Ceriagrion moorei
Remarks: as all the few known specimens of this species come from Somalia, it could probably be defined as endemic though, of course, further research might well enlarge its range; the female is still unknown. The determination of the specimen was confirmed by Mr P. Ward (British Museum) by direct comparison with the Type. Forster, 1906 (Fig. 5 ).
Specimens examined: Giohar, 1 cf n. 656 M.P., leg. S.B.S., 29. VII.1970.
Distribution: Congo, East Africa from Natal to Egypt. R?marks: even though the range of this species is vast, it seems very localized which may explain the fact that the Giohar specimen is the first to be collected in Somalia. The determination of the specimen was confirmed by Mr P. Ward, British Museum (N.H.). (Gerstaecker, 1869 Gruenberg, 1902 (Fig. 6 ). No specimens examined. Distribution: South Africa, Kenya, Uganda, Congo, Angola. Remarks: in accordance with PINHEY, 1962, I ascribe the specimen examined by FoRSTER (1906b) to the species massaicum. Though very similar to this latter, P. punctum (Rambur) (PINHEY, 1962 (PINHEY, , 1964 ) is exclusive to the Malgascian fauna. Pinhey, 1951 . Remarks: the specimens cited are the first of this species to be collected in Somalia.
Pseudagrion kersteni

Pseudagrion pseudomassaicum
Genus NESCIOTHEMIS Longfield, 1955 1. Nesciothemis farinosum (Forster, 1898) .
Orthetrum farinosum: Ris, 1909, p. 222 LoNGFIELD, 1931, p. 276 Burmeister, 1839 ): NIELSEN, 1935 (the citation refers to preceding data). Orthetrum abbotti: LoNGFIELD, 1955, p. 48 (the citation refers to the specimen studied by KIRBY, 1896, Type of 0. phillipsi); PINHEY, 1962, p. 232 (the citation refers to preceding data).
Orthetrum chrysostigma (nee
No specimens examined.
Distribution: almost all the Ethiopian region. Remarks: of the specimens examined, n. 713 had aLready been determined as 0. stemmale capense; n. 1214, donated by Nielsen, had already been determined by him as 0. brachiate; n. 630, 779, 780 and 781 were kindly checked by Dr E. Pinhey of Bulawayo; n. 619 was captured while devouring a Diplacodes lefebvrei. (Burmeister, 1839) . FIELD, 1931, p. 276 (Berbera, the same specimens studied by CALVERT, 1899; Dobar, Goolis Mts, 1 ~ B.M., leg. Lort Phillips, 1.1897; Berbera, the same specimen studied by Ris, 1909; Somaliland, l() 
Orthetrum chrysostigma
No specimens examined.
Distribution: North Africa from Algiers to Somalia; Asia along the tropical belt as far as Australia. (Schneider, 1845) .
Orthetrum taeniolatum
Orthetrurn brevistylurn KIRBY, 1896, p. 521 (Dobar, Goolis Mts., I c5 B.M., leg. Lort Phillips,
4.II.l895).
Orthetrurn taeniolatum: Rrs, 1909, p. 192 FoRSTER, 1906b, p. 303 [Arbarone, 3 c5 c5, 24-25.V.I901; Haro Bussa, I c5, 2l .V.I901; Ganale, near lake Geile (perhaps within the confines of Somalia or at any rate in the nearby vicinity), 3 c5 c5, I ~, IS.V.l901; Ganale, near Jonte, I ~, IS.VII, I c5, 16.VII.I901; leg. C. von Erlanger].
Palpopleura lucia: NIELSEN, 1935, p. 71 (Oia Uager, I c5, 4 ~ ~, M.S.N.G., leg. S. Patrizi, 15-19.VIII.l934); NIELSEN, 1935, p. 75 (the citation refers to preceding data); PINHEY, 1962, p. 243 (the citation refers to preceding data). Remarks: of the specimens examined, only the Ola Uager 9 M.F. n. 4 70 belongs to the form lucia. All the other refer to the form portia.
Palpopleura deceptor (Calvert, 1899).
Hemisti~moides deceptor: FoRSTER, !906b, p. 304 (Haru Bu"a. along the Giuba ri\'Cr, 2 cl cl one of which is n. 9260 Ph.A.~.S., leg. C. Von Erlanger, 21-22.V.1901 Genus DIPLACODES Kirby, 1889 3. Urothemis signata aethiopica Nielsen. 1957 .
Urothemis signata subsp. aethiopica NIELSEN, 1957, p. 33, fig. p. 34 (Toh, I iS Type, 2 'i! 'i! Cotypes M.S.N.G., I 'i! Cotype n. 1336 M.F., leg. G. Scortecci, 28.VI.1953) . Urothemis bisignata aethiopica: PINHEY, 1962, p. 292 (the citation refers to the specimens studied by NIELSEN, 1957) .
No specimens examined.
Distribution: the typical subspecies is known in India, Ceylon, Burma and Indochina. The subspecies aethiopica is so far known only from the type locality. 
Genus MACRODIPLAX Brauer, 1868
Remarks: the specimens examined are the first collected in Somalia. This is of particular interest because it widens the range of a typically oriental species towards the west. 
III. LIST OF THE LOCALITIES
